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POLITICAL AND NATIVE STATES. 

The Nairang (Agra), of the 14th September, approves of Circulation, 

the measures adopted by the Govern- 400 copies. 
ment of India for the defence of the 
country from foreign invasion, The North-West frontier has 
greatly been fortified, and several new railways have been 
constructed and others are under construction to facilitate the 
despatch of troops to the frontier on an emergency. 
munificent subsidy has regularly b. paid to 5 Amir of be 
Kabul, with a view to prevent him from i 
invader. The fortifications of the 
improved. Moreover, portions of the rmies 
feudatory chiefs are being pro ly er ip 
under European officers, so as to le to 
the Imperial forces in the defence o 


sary. ‘To comp ete the 2 


Defences of India. 
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obliged to take part in the impending war, it would be ex posed 
to some trouble and inconvenience for atime. But this country 
would be a great sufferer. The necessary administrative reforms 
which have long been anxiously awaited by the native community 
would be indefinitely deferred, and the condition of this country, 
which is already very unsatisfactory, would be rendered still 


worse by any additional expenditure. In this eonnegtion there 


is an important matter which should be taken into considera- 
tion. If the whole Indian garrison were required to take the 
field on any occasion, the duty of maintaining peace and order 
in the country would deyolye on the European Volunteers, But 
their number is by no means sufficient for the requirements, 
Hence it is high time that volunteering should be encouraged 
among those classes of natives whose loyalty is above suspi- 
cion. Educated men, landholders, pleaders, traders, medical 
practitioners, and other such classes, are most interested in the 


preservation of peace, and therefore Government should trust 


them, The measure would also tend to allay discontent, which 
has lately been created in some e quarters. 


* 


The Add (Lucknow), of the 18th September, refers to the 


wie in collection of Russian forces at Warsaw 
— and to the establishment of the Russian 
Military Camp at Sarakhs in Central Asia, and observes that 


a war appears to be inevitable in Europe. If a general war 
broke out in Europe, England would not be able to keep aloof, 

but would probably join the party opposed to Russia. In that 
case the Russian Government would be sure to raise difficulties 
on the north-west frontier of this country. Under these circum: 
stances the Goyernment of India should be on the alert and 
Jeave no stone unturned in fortifying the frontier. ‘The eaten - 
sion of the frontier railway to Kandahar should be carried out 
as soon as possible, the Amir being induced to agquiese sce in ‘the : 
proposal by persuasion and offer of money, The Pioneer is gt 2 
opinion that the Amir should be invited to India. Dr t if he ae 
raised any objections, the relations between him and t he | Ove 

ernment of India, which are already not very frie nd) ; 75 „ 
get worse. And obviously nothing could be n ore unwise s 
to turn the keeper of the gates of India into an * fe 5 : 
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The Sabodh: Sindhu. (Khandwa) , of the 16th ‘September, Circulation, 
293 copies, 
Rxclusion of foreigners sas that the Russian Government has 
from Basia. = issued instructions to the effect that if 
a foreigner desires to travel in Russian territory, he should 
obtain a passport and also a certificate as to his good charac- 
ter, for one year, on payment of 42 roubles. The orders are 
intended to exclude foreigners from Russian terri‘ory and are 
a good index to the despotic nature of Russian rule. It is 
earnestly to be desired that this country may have nothing to 


do with such a tyrannical power, British rule is a thousand 
times much better, : 


The Nuirang (Agra), of the 14th. . observes that 23 
Proposal regarding the ; ne National Lenne nene ont 

holding of the National in its aims and objects until it acquires 
en eee the sympathy. of a large number of 
the Members of Parliament, and that consequently it is neces- 
sary that the Congress of 1892 should assemble at London, as 
was resolved at the last Calcutta Congress. There could not 
be a more suitaole time for holding the Congress than when 
the general parliamentary electi tions come off. 


The Hindustdnt (Lucknow), of the-23rd Pers bebes rela 
Sanrd granted to the ring to the terms of the sand granted 
new Raja of Manipur. by the Government of India to the new 
Raja of Manipur, ‘observes that the position of the Raja 
will not be much better than that of an ordinary taluqdar in 
Oudh. If the British ministers take any interest in Indian 
affairs, they should see how their representatives i in this coun- 
try have annexed a state, to all practical intents and purposes, 
in utter disregard of their distinct instructions to the contrary. 
This kind of policy is more. injurious t to the: — of ee 
ment than — annexation soem be. 
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The Subodh Sindhu (Khandwa). „of the -16th September, 
Case of Balwant Rao, aàdverting to the case of the late Bal- 
want Rao, correspondent of the 
Eastern Herald, of Mow, refers to the punishments inflicted on 
Asad Yar Khän and other men who were implicated in his 
murder, and approves of the sentences passed by Gobind 
Vasudeo Tillu, the Special Judge of Ujjain. 
ADMINISTRATION. 


The Rakbar (Moradabad) „of the 18th September, regrets 
to notice that the revenue has been 
NA assessed with great severity at the late 
63 revision of settlement in the Central 
Provinces. About fifteen thousand peasants of the Bilaspur 
district gathered together and complained to the Chief 
Commissioner of heavy assessments. It is not known 
what assurances were given them by Mr. MacDonnell, but 
he is undoubtedly a very sympathetic official. In the Bengal 
tenancy controversy he strongly advocated the cause of 
the Bengal peasantry, and at the time of his departure 
from Burmah he expressed great sympathy with the poorer 
classes. There is no reason to suppose that his ideas have 
undergone any change since then. The revenue is increased 
at every revision of settlement, and the landbolders are con- 
sequently obliged to enhance rent. The agricultural classes 
are groaning under their enormous burdens, and their condi- 
tion is getting worse and worse. A permanent settlement is 
the only remedy for the evil, and the National Congress 
hasrigthly been urging its extension. Lord Cornwallis 
observed that it was the duty of a king to promote the 
welfare of all classes of his subjects, especially that of the 
poor. When the permanent settlement was introduced in 
Bengal in 1793, the then Government officials observed > 
in its support that an increase in the revenue assessments 
from time to time was injurious to the people. It is to be 
hoped that the present officials are animated by the e same 
feelings of sympathy and benevolence. : 


The Hindusténi (Lucknow) , of the ‘16th, zeptember, » 
Natives and the Indian grieved to notice that, on the i 
trade with England, hand, millions of den 2 in 4 „ 
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form,’ as it were, the lifeblood of the Indian population, are 
drained to England every year in the shape of official salaries. 
On the other hand, a still greater drain is made by British 
merchants. The natives have only themselves io blame 
for not checking the evil. Mr. Frederic Pincott, who is 
a true friend to this poor country, has contributed a number 
of letters to English newspapers, urging upon natives the 
importance of carrying on trade with England direct. His 
letters have had some effect on educated natives, and signs 
of activity are visible at some places. But no such move- 
ment can be successful until a very large number of natives 
is ready to support it. Mr. Pincott has contributed several 
articles to a late issue of the Urdu journal called the Aina- 


i-Angreri Souddgri (i. e., the Mirror of British Merchandise), 


published at London and entirely conducted by Englishmen ;. 
and among those articles there is one on the grain trade. The 
Hindustdnt republishes the article in which the writer advises 
native grain-dealers not to sell wheat to English traders in 


India, but to send it themselves to England for sale, on the 


ground that in that case the profits, which are at present deriyed 


by English traders , would go into their own pockets; and that 
their country would be by so much the richer, and that the 


grain trade would be still further increased. 


The Hindustan (K4&lakankar), of the 17th September, says 
Alleged poverty of ot. that the agricultural classes were happy 
wen, and contented under the administra- 
tion of the Hon’ble East India Company, the land tax being 
not heavy at the time. But their condition has become very 
unsatisfactory, owing to the heavy assessment of revenue since 
the assumption of the management. of affairs by the Crown ; 
and they are unable to appreciate the benefits of British rule 
on account of their poverty. The principal causes which have 
reduced them to such distress. are, the periodical, revision of 
settlement, the realization of revenue even when there is a 


failure of crops, the . ‘assessment of the income, tax, 


and the ‘ee 
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The same paper, of the 19‘h September, refers to the 
agricultural exhibitions held in the 

different distr ets of the Madras Pre- 
sidency from 1856 to 1889, and to the expenditure iucurred 
in consequence, and observes that the Exhibition Committee 
reported to Lord Connemara’s Government that the Madras 
peasantry took no interest in such exhibitions, and that prizes 
were granted to men who were not cultivators, The Madras 
Government therefore arrived at the conclusion that exhibi- 
tions were useless; Exhibitions have lately been held also in 
these provinces, but no good is likely to accrue from them, 
The Indian cultivators, being quite ignorant and illiterate, can- 
not benefit by exhibitions and other such measures which have 
proved so successful in Europe. 


The same paper, of the 22nd September, says that 
British rule has bestowed many benefits 
on this country, but that it has also 
brought some evils, one of which is the scarcity of grain. The 
Anti-Jacobin, an English newspaper, has compiled a statement 
from official reports showing the rates of wheat, barley and judr 
in the Farukbabad district from 1803 to 187 0. It appears 
from the statement that in 1803 wheat sold at 33 seers, 
barley at 46 seers and Jud: at 60 seers the rupee, while 
in 1870 the rates were 15 seers, 19 seers and 14 seers, respec- 
tively. It may naturally be assumed that such a great rise 
in prices is a cause of much distress to the people, especially as 
there has been no increase in the rates of wages except in 
places situated near the princi ipal railway stations On the 
other hand, in England the price of a.wheaten loaf, which 
was ls, 2d. eighty years ago, is now only half that amount, 

and the wages of labourers have greatly increased. It is the 
duty of the Government of India to find out and remove the 
causes of * growing un; of — in this — 8 


tank and the wells u de city ave dried vp, and dr . 
citizens are exposed to great inconvenience . sue 14 1 Paes 0 2 ci * 


_ Agricultural exhibitions. 


Scarcity of grain. 


( 
of water. Moreover, there is widespread distress among the 
people in Bikaner, Marwar, Shekhawati, Kishangarh, Jaipur, 
and Ajmere, on account of an abnormal rise in prices: crowds of 
men are migrating to Malwa, carrying their cattle with them, 
It is rumoured that some poor villagers of Ajmere appealed 
t> the Commissioner for aid when he was passing the Mayo 
College road, but that he coldly told them to go wherever 
they could get relief. The rich native bankers of Ajmere had 
better provide relief for the sufferers, The Raja of Bikaner 
is a minor, and therefore the Political Agent should adopt some 
relief measures on behalf of that State and check emigration. 
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A correspondent of the Oudh A khbdr (Lucknow), of the 3 
21st September, complains that the 

wholesale export of grain has depleted 

the country and raised the prices of food-grains to famine 

rates, This year [the rainfall has not been opportune and 

properly distributed, and therefore the next kharif crop will 

be below the average. The ex ports had better at once be 

checked, otherwise prices are sure to rise still higher. The 

dearth of grain produces great distress among the poorer 

classes, us the wages of labourers and artisans are stationary. : 

If no steps are taken to prevent a further rise in prices, the 

miseries of the poorer classes will be much increased, As 

the people of this country are dumb, ‘thousands of men will 

die of starvation before Government comes to know of the 

existence of distress 1 in the country. 


Export of grain. 
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The Tohfa-i-Hind (Bijnor), of the 20th Gbteuber, says oa 
Recommendation of the that the income: tax is not levied at a 


ogi Government for the high rate and does not press hard on 
limit of the minimum tax- 


oe tome being raised to Well-to-do persons. ae the misfor- 


Re 


a view to gain 7 good-will of their au : rior. offic „ 
assess incomes, and tax even those men whose incomes are ̈̃ↄx 
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has condemned the assessments as mere guesses, and recom- 
mended the raising of the limit of maximum taxable income 
from Rs, 500 to Rs. 1,000. It is to be hoped that the Goy- 
ernment of India will soon see its way to raising the limit. 


The Bhdrat Jiwan (Benares), of the 21st Sankey says 


Giving of publicity to that it would seem that the Govern- 
9 Legian i by seer — ment of India has distributed copies 


the Age of Consent Bill. of Urdu and Bengali translations of 
the speeches made in the Viceroy's Legislative Council at the 
passing of the Age of Consent Bill among the people. But the 
Government is mistaken in thinking that the use of Persian 
characters and the Urdu language is general in all parts of 
this country. If it is desired to give wide publicity to the 
speeches among the masses, they should be translated into 
Hindi. 


The Cawnpore Gazette, of the 15th September, says that 
Decrease in the stamp the stamp revenue has fallen off this 
—— year in these provinces. The Pioneer 
is dissatisfied with the decrease and attributes it to the whole 
sale dismissal of appeals by the Allahabad High Court, The 
Pioneer observes that if the High Court admitted appeals, 
altering or reversing the judgments of Subordinate Courts in 
a large number of cases, the Government treasury would 
always be full. Hence it may be gathered that the Govern- 
ment treasury is empty at present! Litigation cannot be 
carried on without the sinews of war, but the people have 
been reduced toa state of abject poverty. ‘Thousands’ of 


‘men have eraigrated to other countries for want of labour, 


and hundreds of thousands have died of starvation. The 
Pioneer is very desirous of encouraging litigation, but it is. 
quite indifferent to the lamentable condition of the people, 


The Mujid-i-4m (Agra), of the 20th September, refe 8 ot > 

Bangbasi case. the advantages Which acerue Sais ai . 

Government and the public. from a 

free press, and observes that all native journalists have’ alen 

alarm at the prosecution instituted by the SON ern n ent o 
India against the Bangbasi on the charge of sediti 
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the Government itself assumes an attitude of hostility 
towards newspapers, the freedom of the press will soon become 
a thing of the past. There can be no doubt that if the con- 
ductors of the Bangbast are not excused by the Government, 
the district officers will get still more impatient of criticism 


of their proceedings and will readily cast into difficulties’ 


any editor who happens to incur their displeasure. 


The Jdém-i-Jamshed (Moradabad), of the 18th September, 
regrets to notice that the Municipal 
— 1 4 X Board of Moradabad does not make a 
abad. proper use of its revenues, a large 
portion of the income being spent every year on the recep- 
tions of high officers and in other such useless ways. The 
Board has engaged the services of only one native physician, 
on small pay, to provide medical aid for the inhabitants of the 
Municipality, numbering eighty-four thousand, The phy- 
sician works steadily and the patients of only a small portion 
of the city wait on him, but still the last patient is seldom 
dismissed before 12 noon. There ought to be at least four 
physicians, and each of them should be given an ‘sssistant, 
to make the necessary entries in the registers. 


Alleged need for the 


The Thee Santali (Moradabad) : of the 13th September, 
Extension of the vaccinae Publishes an article communicated by 
tion season, Kazi Sayyid Khurshid Ali, the Deputy 
Superintendent of Vaccination in the Rampur State, who 
States that hitherto the vaccination operations have always 
been conducted from Ist November to 15th March. The 
time was, no doubt, very carefully fixed with due regard to 
the climate of these provinces. But this year the Sanitary 
Commissioner has ordered the operations to commence on the 
Ist October and to be carried on till the end of March. The 


extension of the period i is not well- advised, as 


Circulation, 
150 copies. 


in October and towards the end of March will ‘not be 3 e 


ful, owing to heat, and will expose vaccinated children t o much 


trouble, No change should be made in the vaccination sense 
without rd number 1 experienced medical. office 
on the subject, -. : pes 
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The Khichre Samdchdr (Mirzapur), of the 12th September, 
Suggestion regarding the approves of the abolition of the office 


t of 
ss | oad gp Pita of Agent to Governor-General at Bena- 


Commissioner of Benares. res, which consisted of two clerks, the 
little work which that ‘office had to do being transferred to 
the Commissioner’s office. The editor urges that the post 
of Personal Assistant to the Commissioner should also be abo- 
lished, as the Commissioner of Benares will not now have more 
work than the other Commissioners, owing to the establish- 
ment of the new Gorakhpur Division. 

EDUCATION. 


The (Aadd) Lucknow, of the 18th September, says that 
Promotion of students it is difficult to understand why the 
in the lower classes in educational authorities have ordered 
schools. or ee 3 
| boys, receiving instruction in the lower 
classes in schools, to be promoted only once a year. Hitherto 
such boys received promotion twice a year, after exami- 


nation. The change is unnecessary and will delay the educa- 
tion of boys, 


The Rdmpatakdé (Allahabad), of the 8th September, re- 
Intended establish. Celved on the 20th idem, expresses 
ment, of an agricultural satisfaction at the intention of the 


Local Government to establish an 


agricultural school, and hopes that such an institution will lead 
to great i improvement in agriculture. 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Prdydg Samdchdr (Allahabad), of the 10th September, 
Mundchira beggars at Complains that Mundchira beggars 
sania are a great public nuisance, and openly 
levy blackmail from shopkeepers at Allahabad. If a shop- 
keeper complies with the demand of a beggar of that class 
and gives him a pice, well and good; otherwise the beggar 
inflicts a wound on his tongue or forehead ead, sprinkling — blood : 
in all directions and does not leave the 5 until a pice has 
been paid him. The police view the extortion practi ed by 
the beggars with perfect indifference and a interfere. It 
is to be hoped that our able Magistrate, Mr. l . lon 80 mn : wi * 
order the police to arrest and send them to him for trial. 


(° 663: ) 


Such beggars are to be found in every district, and the Local 
Government had better issue necessary instructions to the ‘dis- 
trict officers for the suppression of the evil. 


A correspondent of the Cwnpore Gazette, of the 15th Sep- 


* tember, complains that cases of theft are 
Thefts at Mainpuri. 3 
very frequent at Mainpuri, and that the 
City Inspector of Police never goes over the city at night to 
see that the police on duty are on the alert. 


Circulation, 
400 copies. 
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